
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

AGENDA 

Library Commission

Thursday, September 18, 2025 6:00 PM 1025 Escobar St., Room 110
Martinez

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/99019817954?
pwd=Ig6i65bDmwMeoIR8SsAS9lAaG9I

1nH.1

Webinar ID: 990 1981 7954
Passcode: 228815

- Electronic agenda packet viewing is available at: https://ccclib.org/commission/
- Hard copy agenda packets are available for viewing at each Contra Costa County Library
- The Library Commission will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with 
disabilities planning to attend Library Commission meetings who contact Library 
Administration at least 72 hours before the meeting, at (925) 608-7700. After 72 hours prior, 
accommodations will be on a best-efforts basis.

Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda 
and distributed by the Contra Costa County Library Commission to a majority of members of 
the Library Commission less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public 
inspection at Contra Costa County Library Administration, 777 Arnold Drive, Suite 210, 
Martinez, CA 94553.

Library Commissioners, please call Library Administration at (925) 608-7700 by 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, September 17th if you will NOT be at the meeting. A quorum must be established 
in-person before a meeting can be held. A record is maintained of Commissioner’s attendance.

1 CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

The Library Commission Chair will call the meeting to order. Nadia Bagdasar Mills will do a roll 
call to determine a quorum of attendees.

2 WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

Visitors will have an opportunity to introduce themselves; self-introductions are voluntary.
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3 PUBLIC COMMENT

Speakers from the audience may address the Library Commission on any relevant issue that is not 
scheduled for the agenda. Public comments can be made on agenda items when the item is 
discussed.  Public comment on agenda items can also be e-mailed to the Library Commission at 
Nadia.bagdasar@library.cccounty.us to be received one day prior to the Library Commission 
meeting.

4 ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES - attachment 1 25-3360
Commissioners will vote to accept/amend the minutes from the July 17, 2025 
meeting

Attachments: July 2025 Minutes

Commissioners will approve or amend the minutes from the July 17, 2025 meeting.

5 County Librarians Report - attachment 2 25-3747

Attachments: Co Librarian Report September 2025

County Librarian Alison McKee will submit a written report on items of interest to 
Commissioners.

6 COMMISSIONER WORK PLAN ACTION ITEMS (Report Out / Current Events)

Commissioners will share with the group their efforts related to the 2025 Work Plan.

7 AGENDA SETTING FOR NEXT MEETING and FUTURE TOPICS

Commissioners will suggest items for future meetings.

8 ORANGEBOY 2025 PATRON SURVEY RESULTS

Hilda Ringel and Kate Jacobs from Orangeboy will share the results of the 2025 Patron Survey with 
the Commission.

9 WORKING COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Commissioner Dozier will report to the Commission on legislative matters.  
B. Discussion of the annual report/work plan process and opportunity to volunteer.

10 FORMATION OF A NOMINATING COMMITTEE

If the Commission cares to proceed in the same manner as done previously, a motion will be 
required to form an ad hoc Nominating Committee of three commissioners to meet once or twice for 
the purpose of identifying and contacting Commissioners to determine their interest in serving as the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of the Commission for 2026. A slate of candidates will be presented at the 
November commission meeting as well as accepting nominations from the floor.
NOTE: As a point or order, anyone serving on the ad hoc Nominating Committee should not be one 
of the nominees. Keeping this in mind, volunteers for the committee will be accepted.

11 CORRESPONDENCE

Commissioners will review commission correspondence.
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12 COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Commissioners can use this time to share upcoming events, book sales and any other library-related 
information.

13 ADJOURNMENT to the Thursday, November 20, 2025, LIBRARY COMMISSION 
MEETING.

ITEMS TO CALENDAR

● 
   

Friends Foundation and Commission Forum:
 Saturday, October 4, 2025, 8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. @ Walnut Creek Library 

● 
   

Next Library Commission meeting:
 Thursday, November 20, 2025, 6:00 p.m.

P

3
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Staff Report

1025 ESCOBAR STREET
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

File #: 25-3360 Agenda Date: 9/18/2025 Agenda #: 4

Advisory Board: Library Commission
Subject: Acceptance of July Meeting Minutes

Commissioners will approve or amend the minutes from the July 17, 2025 meeting.
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CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
1025 ESCOBAR STREET 
MARTINEZ, CA 94553

Committee Meeting Minutes - Final

Thursday, July 17, 2025 
6:00 PM

1025 Escobar St., Room 110 
Martinez

https://zoom.us/j/99019817954?pwd=Ig6i65bDmwMeoIR8SsAS91AaG9IlnH.1

Webinar ID: 990 1981 7954 
Passcode: 228815

Library Commission
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- Electronic agenda packet viewing is available at: https://ccclib.org/commission/
- Hard copy agenda packets are available for viewing at each Contra Costa County Library
- The Library Commission will provide reasonable accommodations for persons with  
disabilities planning to attend Library Commission meetings who contact Library  
Administration at least 72 hours before the meeting, at (925) 608-7700. After 72 hours prior,  
accommodations will be on a best-efforts basis.

Any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a regular meeting agenda  
and distributed by the Contra Costa County Library Commission to a majority of members of  
the Library Commission less than 96 hours prior to that meeting are available for public  
inspection at Contra Costa County Library Administration, 777 Arnold Drive, Suite 210,  
Martinez, CA 94553.

Library Commissioners, please call Library Administration, at (925) 608-7700 by 5 p.m.  
Wednesday, July 16th if you will NOT be at the meeting. A quorum must be established  
in-person before a meeting can be held. A record is maintained of Commissioner’s attendance. 

1.   CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER / ROLL CALL

Chair Nicole Gemmer called the meeting to order at 6:05pm. Walt Beveridge took roll and with 13  
voting members present, a quorum was established.

Present Jim Dexter, Robin Eckert, Nicole Gemmer, Marina Hsieh, 
Heather Lurvey, Richard Means, Amit Prayag, Robert  
Sanguedolce, Linda Sendig, Tommy Smith, Bryan Thomas,  
and Bethany Woods

Excused Julia Dozier, Sue Hamill, Zelda LeFrak-Belleci, Dennisha 
Marsh, Robert Mason, Frederick Page, and Rachel Rosekind 

Absent Matt DeFraga, Vivian Faye, Shrikant Garde, Stacie Hinton, 
Anne Kingsley, Amenda Kung, Lynn Mackey, Jo Ellen  
Marcotte, George Pursley, and Donna Rennie

2.  WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

Chair Gemmer introduced several new commissioners who each took a moment to say a few words  
about themselves.
3.  PUBLIC COMMENT

No members of the public were present at this meeting.

4.  ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES -  attachment 1  25-2833
Commissioners will approve or amend the minutes from the May 15, 
2025, meeting.

With 13 "Aye" votes and one abstention, the motion to accept the 5-15-2025 meeting  
minutes as they were presented was passed.
Motion:  Hsieh
Second:  Prayag

5.  COUNTY LIBRARIAN'S REPORT - Attachment 2 25-2834
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County Librarian Alison McKee highlighted several items in her written report to the  
commission then called for any questions. No one had any so the meeting continued.

6.   COMMISSIONER WORK PLAN ACTION ITEMS (Report Out / Current Events)

Commissioner Fitzpatrick: In his previous role as a Oakley Commissioner, Arnold was involved in  
fundraising efforts for the Clayton Library. He also has been attending programs there to show  
support.
Commissioner Prayag: Amit had 3 items to report. 1. He attended a Clayton Foundation meeting to  
report on the May Commission meeting to the group; 2. Amit and his family participated in the  
Clayton 4th of July parade to show support; 3. Amit has joined the Clayton Foundation  
Communication Sub-Committee and they are now reviewing the Library Marketing Plan for both the  
Foundation and the Clayton Library.
7.  AGENDA SETTING FOR NEXT MEETING and FUTURE TOPICS

Commissioner Swemoff suggested an update on efforts regarding a new library for El Cerrito. 
Alison stated that she thought that was more of a city function than an item for the full commission  
and suggest that Commissioner Swemoff might huddle with Commissioner Fischer from El Cerrito 
to speak about this topic.

8.  SELF-SERVICE SUNDAYS -attachment 3 25-2835
County Librarian Alison McKee, Deputy County Librarian Yemila 
Alvarez and Library Service Manager Gia Paolini will present a review  
of the recently completed pilot of this new program.

Alison's PowerPoint slides are attached to these minutes.

Self Service Sundays Presentation 25-3196

9.  WORKING COMMITTEE REPORTS

Commissioner Lurvey provided the report this meeting due to Commissioner Dozier being absent:

Legislative Update 
California
In June, Governor Newsom signed the 2025 State Budget Bill. 
<  

       
 

 
 

        
 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A %2F%2Furldefense. com %2Fv3 %2F https %3A%2F%2Febudget. ca.gov%2FThe

%3B!!OZEuhTV5Pol-xdhMVzO!G8ebJC2oL3yCRPKDtmNFXFwabRvesAKih5hJaDG2GPnhY
JlXjijHhZsKa67tVpQAM M6jiem2p52hJahzHuswOOuELKHI6Os%24&data=0S%7C02%7Cwalt
er.beveridee%40librarv.cccountv.us%7C46254c836a474d5ae42308ddc4921791%7C76cl3a07612f
4e06a2f4783d69dc4cdb %7C0%7C0% 7C638882853949106605% 7CUnknown %7CTWFpbGZsb3d
8eyJFbXBOeUlhcGkiOnR\dWUsimOiIwLiAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIioiTWFpb
CIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QpeES%2B%2FvdA UGs p SGx J045FIRHpZ
nnBvZQUYlhEyPvTe%3D&reserved=0> California State Library Parks Pass program was funded  
through 2026-it had been subject to end in 2025 due to an $6.75 million budget cut proposed in the  
legislature’s budget plan earlier this year. The California State Parks Foundation obtained over 8,000  
signatures supporting the program. The funds are appropriated for the State Parks & Rec Fund, not  
directly to the libraries. $3.6 million was allocated to the Altadena Library District. The libraries in  
Altadena were damaged by the fires earlier this year. The Library District expects to receive reduced  
funding from property taxes for the next few years due to the widespread loss of homes and property
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damage. The governor stated the State of California would not be able to replace the funds IMLS had  
provided to California.
Federal
No library-related bills in Congress right now.
In FCC v. Consumers’ Research and SHLB v. Consumers' Research decided in June, the Supreme  
Court held the Universal Service Fund, which encompasses the E-Rate program which subsidizes  
internet connectivity for libraries, is constitutional, overturning the Fifth Circuit. ALA v. Sonderling  
and State of Rhode Island v. Trump, two lawsuits challenging the administration’s Executive Order  
14238, are pending in federal courts.

10.  CORRESPONDENCE

Walter reported that the only correspondence since the previous meeting had to do with information  
relating to how an interested person could apply for an open spot on the commission. Walter referred  
the inquiry to the appropriate city clerk and the person asking was sent an application and a  
description of the process involved.
11.  COMMISSIONER ANNOUNCEMENTS

Commissioner Hsieh shared that the San Ramon Pedestrian Bridge over Highway 680 was opening  
on Saturday July 19th and there would be a pop-up book sale by the Friends along the path of the  
walk. She also mentioned that the Dougherty Station Library would shortly be celebrating its 20th  
anniversary and for a $20 donation, yard signs celebrating the library were available to the public.
12.  ADJOURNMENT to the Thursday, September 18, 2025, LIBRARY COMMISSION  

MEETING.

Chair Gemmer adjourned the meeting at 7:33 pm.
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County Librarian's Report to the Library Commission  
Thursday, July 17, 2025 

MARKETING PLAN IS COMPLETE 
The Library's first ever Marketing Plan is now complete and attached to this report. Thank you to the  
Library Commission for your valuable input. 

MOBILE HEALTH CLINICS AT CON, OAK, PRW 
This summer Contra Costa Health will provide reproductive health services for young adults (ages 12-21)  
at the Concord, Oakley and Prewett Libraries their mobile health unit. The mobile health unit is at  
various public school sites during the school year so needed additional sites during the summer. The  
health services staff promote the library and encourage their patients to sign up for library cards during  
appointments. 

COHS GRADUATION 
5 Career Online High School (COHS) students graduated with their High School diploma on Saturday May  
10th at the Orinda Library auditorium. Many thanks to the LFCC for sponsoring this event. COHS is  
funded by the California State Library and offers adults the opportunity to earn an accredited high  
school diploma and career certificate through an entirely online asynchronous program. There are  
currently 27 students enrolled in the program through CCCL. 

SUPREME COURT UPHOLDS CONSTITUTIONALITY OF E-RATE 
On June 27th, the Supreme Court ruled that the funding mechanism behind the Universal Service Fund,  
which funds the E-rate program, does not violate the constitution, neither in the way it is funded nor in  
having a private non-profit organization (the Universal Service Administration Company) manage the  
Universal Service Fund programs. E-rate is a US federal initiative that provides discounts on  
telecommunications and internet services to eligible schools and libraries. CCCL receives approximately  
at 66% discount on internet connectivity via E-rate. 

PATRON SURVEY 
The patron survey closed on June 8th. We received 11,147 responses and are at the beginning stages of  
analyzing them. OrangeBoy (the contractor who manages our surveys) will be coming to the September  
Commission meeting to present the survey findings. 

EXTRA HOURS UPDATE 
No city has opted to change the number of extra hours it funds in FY25-26. Extra hours for FY25-26 by  
library and city are as follows:
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City Branch N am e 

FY24-25 

County 
Base City Extra 

Antioch Antioch 40 0 
Antioch Prewett* 35 n/a 
Brentwood Brentwood 40 12 
Clayton Clayton 40 0 
Concord Concord 40 12 
Danville Danville 40 16 
El Cerrito El Cerrito** 40 6 
Hercules Hercules 40 6 
Lafayette Lafayette 40 16 
Martinez Martinez 40 0 
Moraga Moraga 40 0 
Oakley Oakley*** 40 n/a 
Orinda Orinda 40 16 
Pinole Pinole 40 0 
Pittsburg Pittsburg 40 12 
Pleasant Hill Pleasant Hill 40 12 
San Pablo San Pablo 40 12 

San Ramon 
Dougherty 
Station 40 6 

San Ramon San Ramon 40 16 
Walnut Creek Walnut Creek 40 12 

Walnut Creek 
Ygnacio 
Valley 40 12 

n/a Bay Point* 35.5 n/a 
n/a Crockett* 18 6 
n/a EL Sobrante 40 n/a 
n/a Kensington 40 n/a 
n/a Rodeo* 18 6 
TOTAL 986.5 177 
TO TA L OPEN  

HOURS 1153.5/1163.5 

*outlets, not full-service libraries 
**not eligible to fund more than 6 extra hours due to size 
limitations of facility 
***not eligible to fund extra hours dues to size limitations of 
facility

10



Strategic Marketing Plan 
2025 

The Library serves 1.1 million individuals in a large and diverse County with a variety of needs.  
Guided by the Strategic Plan and to support its goals, this plan expands on proven marketing  
and communications efforts while adding a new layer of targeted efforts, all with the goal to  
bring library services to more members of the communities we serve. 

Market penetration by census tract; lighter colors indicate areas of less library use; darker colors indicate areas of higher library use. 

1. The Library will refine and improve marketing and communication efforts that have proven successful 
in the past by increasing consistency, campaign duration, and introducing new approaches. 

Marketing Strategies Proven Methods | New Methods 
Targeted emails • Spanish bilingual new cardholder and  

inactive cardholder email campaigns 
• Email digital and occasional users 
• Send monthly regional emails 

Social media • Facebook, Instagram, X, content 
• YouTube videos 

• Facebook and Instagram Reels and Stories 
• Paid boosts on Facebook, ads on Instagram 

Advertising • Series of bus tail ads 
• TV and streaming ads 
• DMV digital billboards 

• Targeted mobile and Google ads 
• Explore additional digital billboards in kids’ areas 
• Host targeted webinars to highlight specific 

services and products 
• Leverage advertising opportunities in 

existing technology 

School engagement • CCCOE monthly newsletter 
• Staff/class visits 

• Produce videos for teachers to show in class 
• Explore local school district newsletter placement 
• Develop web landing pages to generate 

engagement with online content 

Printed materials • Bookmarks for specific resources and events 
• Branch newsletters using PPT template 
• Focused event signage in branches 
• Flyers for outreach 

• Welcome guide w/QR code for card sign up 
• Print on demand flyers for specific 

resources and services

11

 

 

  



Branches with Low Market Penetration
While many areas of the county engage heavily with the library, some areas have low  
Market Penetration—the percentage of households that are actively using the library.  
These branches and their audiences need additional marketing engagement to grow. 

2. The Library will add a layer of targeted efforts to those areas with Low Market Penetration. 

Strategy ;Im plem entation  

E m a il M arketing • Send targeted emails by zip code focused on the most needed services and resources as  
identified in the patron survey 

S o cia l M edia • Increase recruitment of Social Media Ambassadors. 
• Paid boosts on Facebook, ads on Instagram 

Lo ca l Prom otion • Identity businesses and organizations willing to share flyers, air recorded programs, and share  
social media posts 

Performance Metrics
3. The Library will track several performance metrics and identify trends in third-party platforms to  

evaluate the success of the Marketing Plan. These metrics and trends will be reported annually in the  
Strategic Plan Progress Report. 

•  Active cardholders 
• Library visits 
• Checkouts 
• Library card sign-ups 
• Website visits 
• Third graders with library cards 
• Market penetration 

This marketing plan aims to effectively communicate the Library's programs, materials, and  
resources to the diverse communities in Contra Costa County. By expanding advertising  
campaigns, introducing new strategies, and targeting areas with low market penetration,  
the Library seeks to engage individuals not currently connected to its offerings and build  
trust in this valuable community resource while continuing to serve and communicate with  
current patrons.
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Self-Service Sundays Survey 

1 / 9

Q1 Was the orientation session helpful in preparing you to use Self-Service 
Sundays? 

Answered: 25 Skipped: 0 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Very helpful 

Somewhat 
helpful 

Neither 
helpful nor 

unhelpful 

Somewhat 
unhelpful 

Not helpful at 
all 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Very helpful 96.00% 24 

Somewhat helpful 4.00% 1 

Neither helpful nor unhelpful 0.00% 0 

Somewhat unhelpful 0.00% 0 

Not helpful at all 0.00% 0 

TOTAL 25

1613



Self-Service Sundays Survey

2 / 9

Q2 Your home zipcode: (optional) 
Answered: 23 Skipped: 2

1714



Self-Service Sundays Survey

3

Q3 How many times have you accessed Self-Service Sundays? 
Answered: 25 Skipped: 0 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

0 

1-3 

4+ 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

0 36.00% 9 

1-3 60.00% 15 

4+ 4.00% 1 

TOTAL 25

1815



Self-Service Sundays Survey

4 / 9

Q4 Did you encounter any issues when accessing the building with your 
Library Card? If so, please describe the issue. 

Answered: 12 Skipped: 13

1916



Self-Service Sundays Survey

5 / 9

 

Q5 What was your primary purpose for using Self-Service Sundays? 
(Check all that apply) (Select up to three choices) 

Answered: 16 Skipped: 9 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Return books 
and other items 

Pick up holds 

Studying 

Browse items 

Check out items 

Use of WiFi 

Work/Job 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Return books and other items 56.25% 9 

Pick up holds 43.75% 7 

Studying 6.25% 1 

Browse items 43.75% 7 

Check out items 56.25% 9 

Use of WiFi 12.50% 2 

Work/Job 0.00% 0 

Total Respondents: 16

2017



Self-Service Sundays Survey

6 / 9

Q6 How did you get to the library for Self Service Sundays? 
Answered: 16 Skipped: 9 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Car 

Bus 

BART 

Walk 

Other (please 
specify) 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Car 87.50% 14 

Bus 0.00% 0 

BART 0.00% 0 

Walk 12.50% 2 

Other (please specify) 0.00% 0 

TOTAL 16

2118



Self-Service Sundays Survey

7 / 9

Q7 Is there anything else you would like to share with us about Self 
Service Sundays? 

Answered: 13 Skipped: 12

2219



Self-Service Sundays Survey

8 / 9

Q8 Would you recommend Self-Service Sundays to other patrons? 
Answered: 16 Skipped: 9 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Yes 

No 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Yes 100.00% 16 

No 0.00% 0 

TOTAL 16

2320



Self-Service Sundays Survey

9 / 9

Q9 If you have not used the service yet why not, and what would make 
you more likely to use it? 

Answered: 24 Skipped: 1 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Not sure 

More services 

Longer hours 
on Sunday 

Not Applicable 
(I have used 

Self Service... 

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES 

Not sure 16.67% 4 

More services 0.00% 0 

Longer hours on Sunday 20.83% 5 

Not Applicable (I have used Self Service Sundays) 62.50% 15 

TOTAL 24

2421
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County Librarian’s Report to the Library Commission 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 
 
 
Interim Executive Secretary
Walt Beveridge will be out for several months. During this time Nadia Bagdasar Mills will be 
filling in as Interim Executive Secretary. Please email her with any Library Commission 
related items. 

Bilingual Spanish Collections Survey
 

A survey for Spanish language speakers will be administered September 2, 2025 through 
October 17, 2025. The primary goals of this survey are to identify gaps in the Library’s 
Spanish language collection and to inform Spanish language speakers about available 
services and resources. The results from the survey will inform future purchases for the 
Library’s Spanish language collection. Spanish Collection Survey - for Spanish-speaking 
CardholdersEncuesta de materiales en Espa&ntilde;ol - para hispano-hablantes

Self-Service Sundays Upcoming Service Changes 
Two new locations will be added this fiscal year - San Pablo and Pittsburg Libraries. 
Beginning in September, patrons 13 and older will be eligible (currently only 18 and older 
are eligible); however, minors under 18 will need parent/guardian consent, and will not be 
able to bring in other minors who are not registered. Prior to January 2026, open hours will 
change from 12:00-4:00 to 12:00-5:00. No later than January 2026 the required orientation 
session will change from scheduled, in-person sessions to recorded, online sessions. 

Crockett Library Change of Saturday Open hours  
Starting Saturday, October 4th, the Crockett Library's Saturday open hours will change to 
11 a.m.–5 p.m. All other open hours remain unchanged. This adjustment optimizes staffing 
without reducing total hours open.  

Friends Foundation and Commission Forum Keynote Speaker Confirmed 
Ashley Stewart from EveryLibrary will be the keynote speaker at the October 4, 2025 
Friends, Foundation and Commission Forum. The Forum is an annual event meant to bring 
together key library stakeholders for learning, information sharing and networking. This 
year’s event will be at the Walnut Creek Library from 8:30-noon. A detailed program will be 
sent out to all invitees by mid September.  
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Report from Visioning Conversation for California Public Library Directors 
On Wednesday July 9th, I attended a 3-hour strategic and creative thinking session hosted 
by the CA State Library about the future of libraries in California. It was a special interactive 
session with the State Librarian and was designed to give library leaders space for a 
deeper, forward-looking conversation about the future of our libraries. Here is the report 
from that session. 
Revised_ Shaping the Future Conversation Analysis and Reccommendations.pdf - Google 
Drive 

New Library Ad Campaign 
On August 25, the Library launched a new series of commercials which are airing on cable, 
video-on-demand and streaming platforms. There are six, 15-second ads in both English 
and Spanish. The six-month campaign focuses on library services, programs and 
resources that will bring people physically into library facilities. The ads were filmed at the 
Walnut Creek and Hercules libraries over two days in July. In addition to airing on popular 
channels like HGTV, Food Network, TBS and CNN, the ads will also air during four San 
Francisco Giants games, three Golden State Warriors Games, one 49ers game, one Cal 
Bears game in primetime, and 20 times during the Winter Olympics in February 2026. The 
ads are available on our website and on our YouTube channel (@theccclib). There are six 
English versions and six Spanish versions. You might see some familiar faces! 
English ads 
Spanish ads 

Read Contra Costa 2025 Launch 
The Contra Costa County Library is excited to announce that "James" by Percival Everett is 
this year's Read Contra Costa book. The Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award-winning 
novel is a powerful retelling of Huckleberry Finn from Jim's perspective. The countywide 
program runs from September 2 to November 8, encouraging all residents to read the 
same book and share their experiences. The culminating event will be a two-hour event 
with Percival Everett at Los Medanos College on Saturday November 8th at 11:00 a.m. He 
will give a 40-minute talk followed by a 20-minute Q&A. Mr. Everett  will sign books for an 
hour after the talk.  

You can find "James" in hardback, eBook, and eAudiobook formats. Ebooks and 
eaudiobooks are available with no wait through Libby. Join the conversation and visit 
ccclib.org for upcoming events and information on local book clubs. This year, the Contra 
Costa County Library is proud to partner with Richmond Public Library, Los Medanos 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DMjKjImpI_9RmKx546kBuYsOK7_i0p3S/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DMjKjImpI_9RmKx546kBuYsOK7_i0p3S/view
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLnRAdXh2ewUTWu2EAN4groUQ_zFSCAR35&data=05%7C02%7Calison.mckee%40library.cccounty.us%7Cd65d7947ee6c4013074308dde3fba166%7C76c13a07612f4e06a2f4783d69dc4cdb%7C0%7C0%7C638917392099600458%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gMK8krJSmRNSk%2FlFZwd20NSIhvzYfm9nXoy6N3JtCjM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fplaylist%3Flist%3DPLnRAdXh2ewUQ6wdJuj3IBTqxjEAZCO7EX&data=05%7C02%7Calison.mckee%40library.cccounty.us%7Cd65d7947ee6c4013074308dde3fba166%7C76c13a07612f4e06a2f4783d69dc4cdb%7C0%7C0%7C638917392099620499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=edKTJ84Ei8zMX9nR2t1DX5KXuUirX2H8BQc%2BOoiFC9E%3D&reserved=0
http://ccclib.org
https://www.youtube.com/@theccclib


College, Diablo Valley College and Contra Costa College to bring this program to the 
community. Funding for the November 8th event is generously provided in part by Los 
Medanos College, The Library Foundation of Contra Costa and the Richmond Public 
Library Foundation. 
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